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Château Mouton Rothschild 2009 
CSPC# 749529  750mlx6    13.1% alc./vol.    
 

Grape Variety 88% Cabernet Sauvignon, 12% Merlot. 

 

Appellation Pauillac 
Classification Premier Cru Classé 

Website https://www.chateau-mouton-rothschild.com/ 
General Info Château Mouton Rothschild, owned by Baroness Philippine de Rothschild and her 

children, is regarded as one of the world’s greatest wines. The story of Mouton 
Rothschild is that of a magical combination of soil, climate and devotion of one man, 
Baron Philippe de Rothschild (1902-1988), Baroness Philippine’s father. In 1853, 
Baron Nathaniel de Rothschild, from the English branch of the family, bought Château 
Brane-Mouton and immediately renamed it in Mouton Rothschild. Baron Philippe de 
Rothschild, when he took over the estate in 1922, decided to devote his life to it and 
to make Mouton unique, producing the very best wine. In 1924, he was the first to 
introduce entire chateau bottling. In 1926, he built the majestic 100-metre barrel hall. 
In 1945, to celebrate the liberation of France, he had the idea of crowning the label of 
that year’s vintage with a V for Victory. Since then, a different label is created for 
each vintage by famous painters. In 1962, he opened the Museum of Wine in Art. In 
1973, he obtained the revision of the 1855 classification so that Mouton would be 
officially recognized as a First Growth. 

Vintage Nature was particularly kind in 2009, providing conditions that favoured the 
vegetation cycle and helped the grapes to reach full maturity. 
Winter was a little colder than usual, though in the period to March the region had 
204 hours of sunshine more than the average for the last thirty years. 
April was very wet and May often stormy. Flowering took place rapidly and evenly 
around 5 June. 
Summer set in from mid-June, bringing remarkable levels of sunshine and little 
rainfall. The very fine weather and high level of hydric stress, barely alleviated by a 
few showers, enabled the grapes to ripen slowly to full maturity. Temperatures in 
August were 1.4° C higher than the average. The ideal weather continued into 
September as cool nights alternated with hot days. 
The weather, encouraging the concentration of aromas and flavours and the 
accumulation of anthocyanins, brought the crop to harvest in perfect condition. 
Picking began with the Merlot on 23 September and ended with the Cabernet 
Sauvignon on 6 October. The grapes were extremely healthy, containing plenty of 
sugar, colour and fruit and showing exceptional potential. 2009 will undoubtedly go 
down as a vintage to match the finest. 

Vineyards The Mouton vineyards incorporate 75 hectares of typical gravelly soil over a base of sand, clay, marl and 
limestone. They are situated on a mound or motte at an altitude of approximately 40 metres, dizzying heights 
for the flat and undulating land of the Medoc. It is widely thought that motte is the origin of the name Mouton, 
the local Bordeaux dialect providing us with as many words for mound, hill or hillock as there are perhaps fish in 
the Gironde. It does not derive, as some rather unkind individuals have postulated (I say unkind because the 
accusation brings rural, rustic tones), from the French for sheep, mouton, although this might be suggested by 
the grazing pasture that abuts the estate. The vines are 80% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10% Cabernet Franc, 8% 
Merlot, 2% Petit Verdot, planted at a density of 8500 hectares, with an admirable average age of around 50 
years. 

Harvest Wednesday, September 23, 2009 - Tuesday, October 06, 2009  
Maturation Once harvested, fermentation is in 225-hectolitre vats of wood, with a maceration of 15 to 25 days. Then comes 

up to 22 months in oak before bottling. 2009 spent 90% in new barrels for 20 months 



Tasting Notes The wine has a very deep, almost black colour. The stylish and complex nose displays aromas of bilberry, 
blackcurrant and blond tobacco that mingle with subtle cedarwood and spice notes. The same refinement and 
density are to be found on the palate with patrician, well-rounded tannins, revealing remarkable structure and 
balance right through to the long and opulent finish. A great success for a Mouton Rothschild that will 
undoubtedly get the utmost out of the exceptional qualities for which the 2009 vintage has already been hailed. 

Production cases made  
Cellaring Drink 2020-2040  

Scores/Awards 98 points - James Molesworth, Wine Spectator - March 31, 2012 
99+ points - Robert Parker, Wine Advocate #199 - February 2012 
97 points - Neal Martin, Wine Journal - January 2012  
94 points - James Suckling, JamesSuckling.com - Web Only 2012 
96 points - Roger Voss, Wine Enthusiast - February 1, 2012 

 

 17 points - Jancis Robinson, JancisRobinson.com - April 20, 2010 
19 points/5 stars - Stephen Spurrier, Decanter.com - April 2010 
96 points/18.25 points - Jean Marc Quarin - March 2010 
94 points - Tim Atkin, MW - timatkin.com - April 2010 

 

 


